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Translation has long been grounded on an instrumental 
model in which it is understood as the reproduction or 
transfer of an invariant contained in or caused by the source 
text. This lecture initiates a rigorous interrogation of 
proverbial expressions where instrumentalism continues to 
limit translation commentary. Venuti examines the proverb 
as a genre that is metaphorical and then returns to a 
particular translation proverb--“traduttore traditore.” The 
discussion explores how instrumentalism preempts an 
understanding of translation as an interpretive act. The aim is 
to defamiliarize notions that have come to be all too familiar 
as truths of translation, to show how they actually limit 
thinking about what translation is and does, and to indicate 
other, more productive directions that thinking can take.
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